
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

4th November 2019 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Standards and Expectations 
 
As we start module 2 I want to take this opportunity to remind you of our high standards and 
expectations at The Halley Academy, as well as inform you of some amendments to procedures and 
expectations as part of our continued drive for improvement.    
 
Punctuality - At the start of module 1 we introduced a new punctuality procedure which has had a 
significantly positive impact on the starts to the academy day.  I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank you for your support in ensuring your child arrives to the academy by 8:25am at the latest 
and below is a reminder of the procedures for students arriving outside of this time: 
 

• Late arrival from 8:26am - 8:40am student will attend a 30-minute loss of personal time 
(LOPT).  Parents will receive a text message regarding lateness. 

• Late arrival from 8:41am-9:15am student will attend a 60-minute LOPT.  Parents will receive 
a text message regarding lateness.  

• Late arrival beyond 9:16am+ student will attend a 90-minute LOPT.  Parents will be 
contacted.  

 
All LOPTs will be completed on the same day as the lateness to the academy.  Where students 
demonstrate consistent excellent punctuality or significant improvements, they will be recognised 
and celebrated within their small school.   
 
Unfortunately, a small minority of students are persistently late to the academy.  Where this is the 
case parents/carers will be expected to attend a meeting at the academy.  If improvements are not 
sustained then this could lead to a referral to the Attendance Advisory Officer and the issuing of a 
fixed penalty notice.   
 
If your child has been late to the academy this year then please take the opportunity to review 
morning routines and the journey to school with your child.  
 
Attendance - it is vitally important that your child attends the academy every day.  Research clearly 
shows that children who miss school regularly perform less well in examinations. In fact, a 1% 
increase in a child’s attendance can lead to a 5-6% increase in attainment and that an attendance of 
90% equates to ½ a year of missed education across 5 years.  In order to support your child having 
excellent attendance you should ensure that any medical appointments are made outside of 
academy hours and that you do not take term time holidays. 



 
Uniform - we expect all of our students to wear their uniform with pride. Students should wear their 
Halley Academy tie to an appropriate length and their blazer must be worn at all times. No jeans 
style trousers or leggings are allowed to be worn in the academy. Skirts should be no shorter than 
knee length or below and either pleated or a tailored pencil skirt, not jersey/stretchy/tube skirts. In 
cold weather, students must wear a plain black coat to the academy. Hoodies, tracksuit tops, 
denim or hats (apart from a woollen style hat in cold weather) are not allowed in the 
academy.  Items that do not meet our uniform code will be confiscated from students.  High 
expectations for uniform are also expected from students on the way to and on the way home from 
the academy.  
  
If students fail to adhere to these standards of uniform they will not be in mainstream lessons and 
you will be contacted by your child's small school.  If there are issues with your child meeting these 
standards, then please contact your child's small school immediately, as the academy can 
support families in cases of hardship.  
  
Jewellery and Appearance - students are only allowed to wear a maximum of one small stud (no 
stone) in each ear, worn in the lower lobe and a wrist watch. Rings, bracelets (with the exception of 
medical bracelets) and piercings additional to one in the lower ear lobe are not permitted.  All 
piercings must be removed to participate in Physical Education lessons.  Apple or other smart 
watches are also not permitted; this is in line with our policy on mobile phones. We ask your 
assistance in making sure that your child does not leave the house in the morning wearing any fake 
tan, nail polish, acrylic or false nails or false eyelashes as these are not allowed at the academy.  
  
No metal toothed Afro combs are permitted on the academy site.  
 
Chewing gum - is not allowed on the academy site.  
 
Mobile Phones/headphones/electronic devices - when students arrive at the start of the academy 
day, mobile phones, ear/headphones and other electronic devices must be switched off and put 
away. They should remain out of sight during the day both in lessons and during break or lunchtime.  
If a student has their mobile phone, headphones or electronic devices out of their blazer pocket or 
bag it will be confiscated by the member of staff.  It will then be collected from the student’s small 
school. The academy has a legal right to confiscate items such as jewellery, mobile phones or any 
other item contravening academy policies. (We may also confiscate items outside the policy if it 
causes health and safety concern or disrupts the smooth running of the academy). The academy 
does not take responsibility for loss or damage to any electronic devices brought into the academy.  
 
Equipment - in order to be ready for learning, all students must bring to the academy a suitable 
school bag large enough for an A4 folder and The Halley Academy PE kit. Students must have a pencil 
case which contains all of the equipment they need, their planner (Year 7 only) and a reading book. 
There will be regular equipment checks.  
 
Energy drinks - caffeinated energy drinks are not permitted in the academy. This is reflected in the 
academy behaviour management policy, in line with the national food standards for schools and 



academies. Consumption of these drinks can lead to poor concentration, lack of energy (when the 
inevitable ‘crash’ occurs), poor behaviour, insomnia, increased anxiety, nausea, headaches and other 
health risks. Any student found with these drinks will have them confiscated. When in lessons, 
students are allowed to drink still water.  
  
Community Conduct - The high expectations of our students extend to the community.  We expect 
The Halley Academy students to represent the academy well.  When travelling to and from the 
academy, students should always be respectful of each other and other members of the community, 
thinking about the language they use to each other as well as not making excessive noise or behaving 
in an antisocial manner.  It is important that students use appointed road crossings and follow road 
safety rules.  Please reiterate this at home with your child and ensure you know the journey they 
take to and from the academy.  Your child should be encouraged to go home directly at the end of 
the academy day. 
 
Safety and wellbeing - please ensure that you support your child with appropriate and safe use of 
mobile phone and other technology. It is very easy for children to make themselves vulnerable in 
the use of social media. Please take responsibility as a parent or carer for ensuring you know how 
and when your child is using a mobile phone or other devices to access social media.  Both 
thinkuknow.co.uk and net-aware.org.uk are good sources of parental advice. 
 
As part of our continuous efforts to keep our students and staff safe, in collaboration with our 
academy police officer, we will be installing random metal detector arches in the future.  This good 
practice is in line with local and national protocols and is purely a cautionary measure to promote 
our values, and to keep The Halley Academy a safe and secure environment.  As ever, our priority is 
ensuring your child is secure and undisrupted learning is of paramount importance. 
  
Thank you for your support in reinforcing these standards and expectations with your children.  We 
look forward to a successful module 2. 
  
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
Mrs Cronin 
Head of Easley School 


