
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

July 2019 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

 

It has been another positive year at The Halley Academy in numerous ways.  Staff and students have 
worked very hard together, effectively supported by the Leigh Academies Trust, to develop the 
academy our students and the local community truly deserve. 
 
Just recently, The Halley Academy became an International Baccalaureate World School authorised 
to deliver the prestigious IB Career-related Programme to Sixth Form students in September.  IB 
programmes are offered in top international, independent and grammar schools in 150 countries 
worldwide and we are delighted to join this elite group.  There is more information about this in the 
Module 6 edition of The Halley’s Comment which will be published later this week; it will also 
contain many other exciting articles about Halley life.  In the meantime, I would like to update you 
on a number of recent developments and events: 
  

a)     We have maintained modular external visits from professionals both within Leigh Academies 
Trust and external agencies who are experienced Ofsted inspectors and I want to again share 
some of their comments with you.   

 
“The improvements in student conduct and behaviour are considerable. Corporate 

responsibility has improved significantly. This reflects well on staff at all levels, but especially 

on the ethos that the Principal and his increasingly effective senior team are determined to 

embed”. 

 

“I met with a small group of most impressive and articulate Year 7 students. They were 

pleasingly upbeat about the academy and their experiences. It was most gratifying to hear them 

speak so favourably about the academy and what it is offering.  They praised the quality of 

teaching and all said that they felt challenged in their work”. 

 

“I have been visiting the academy regularly since May 2017. Each visit has seen progress and 

this visit was no exception. I would regard this as my most successful visit. The quality of 

teaching … is clearly improving; behaviour (including behaviour for learning) is almost 

unrecognisable to what was seen two years ago, and staff and student morale is now at a good 

and positive level. The Principal is clear in his intentions and his vision for the academy is now 

shared by most staff and students. During this visit many staff told me how excited they are 

about the future of the academy”. 

 

 



I am pleased that the staff and students are receiving such positive feedback from these 

external visits.   

 

b)    After another successful recruitment window, we are fully staffed for September. We have both 

experienced and talented young staff joining us to further strengthen our existing  team and 

work with our students.  I would like to welcome all new members of staff, some who have 

already started this month in preparation for September:   

Mr Russell (Head of Franklin School), Ms Ward (Director of Literacy/EAL), Mr Coughlan (Director 

of Learning for Visual Arts), Mr Mensah (Second in Charge of Science), Mr Abbs (Lead 

Practitioner Maths & STEM), Ms Pearce (Geography), Ms Cummings (English), Ms Gurney 

(English), Ms Sharma (Maths), Ms Pang (Maths), Mr Haque (Maths),  Ms Steele (Music), Ms 

Graves (Geography), Ms Piwowar (Humanities), Ms Westall (Geography) and Mr Lisco (Music). 

c) The structure of the academy day will change slightly in September 2019 to ensure we further 
embed our Small School model and maintain the day to day calm and orderly environment, so 
we can maximise every learning opportunity.  New timings of the day will be as follows:  

 

 
 



d)    Leigh Academies Trust’s significant investment at The Halley continues to benefit the whole 
academy community, both students and staff.  The £1.5 million IT infrastructure project started 
within the last academic year and reaches a new phase during the Summer break; all learning 
areas will receive new projection facilities.  Sixth Form refurbishment has already commenced 
to include a library resource area, a quiet study space and a social area.  We have considered 
the feedback from Student Voice and are pleased to announce that a full refurbishment 
programme of 15 toilet areas and the replacement of all staircase flooring will vastly improve 
the academy environment. 

 
Finally, just a reminder that this module will end with three additional Staff Development Days 
focused on  International Baccalaureate Middle Years Programme curriculum planning.  The last day 
of Module 6 for students will be Friday 19th July.  Students will be dismissed from 12.30pm. 
  

I would like to thank everyone for your continued support and look forward to working with you 
next year. 
  

Yours faithfully 

  

 
John Dixon 

Principal  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


