Key Stage 4 Options Booklet
2021-3

Module 5, 2021

Key Stage 4 Options Booklet

2021-3

Overview
This September you will be moving to the next exciting stage of your 7 year educational journey with us at The
Halley Academy. As you enter Year 10, all students will commence with the study of their two-year GCSE and
vocational qualifications.
We are committed to a curriculum of excellence for all, which balances students mastering the core, as well as
students continuing to study a broad and balanced range of option subjects. We are proud of the diverse
range of high-quality GCSE and vocational courses that all students have access to and will succeed in by
their completion in August 2023. We are confident that the curriculum we offer to students will equip them with
the qualifications, knowledge and skills they will need to lead successful and fulfilling adult lives.
The decisions that you make are important and consequential. It is for this reason we are absolutely
committed to providing students and families with comprehensive and individual support at each stage of the
options process. This is so that you can make an informed decision with confidence about the options you
wish to make for Year 10 and 11. The current coronavirus pandemic has understandably placed limitations on
the usual way we provide this support. Nevertheless, we remain steadfast in our commitment to ensuring that
you are given the information and guidance so that you choose subjects that you enjoy, find rewarding and will,
ultimately, be successful in.
Options Booklet
In the following booklet you will find all the information on the different core and option subjects that will be
available to you. This previews the topics covered in each course, the means of assessment and the
opportunities that each subject offers for study at sixth form and beyond.
You should take time to read through the pages for each subject, so that you can make an informed choice
about the subjects you wish to study in Year 10 and Year 11.
With this information, you will also be able to ask questions of your current subject teachers, tutors and Small
School teams, who are here to support you throughout the coming weeks as you make your subject options.
Options Pathways
You will have a range of different options available to you based upon the curriculum pathway you will be
following at Key Stage 4.
There are three different pathways, and the pathway you are on is based upon your previous and current
academic performance both at primary and secondary school. Your parent/carer has been emailed with the
pathway that you will be on.

Pathway 1
Core
English Language

English Baccalaureate

English Literature

A Modern Foreign
Language (French or
Spanish)

Mathematics

History or Geography

Option Subject
Option Subject (selected
from a range of subjects
on offer, as outlined in
the Options Booklet)

Non-Examined
Core PE
Values Curriculum

Combined Science
(Double Science)
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Pathway 2
Core

One English Baccalaureate
Subject

Option Subject

Non-Examined

English Language

Either:

Option Subject 1

Core PE

English Literature

A Modern Foreign Language
(French or Spanish)

Option Subject 2

Values Curriculum

Mathematics

(Selected from a range
of subjects on offer, as
outlined in the Options
Booklet).

Or
Combined Science
(Double Science)

History
Or
Geography

Pathway 3
Core

Option Subject

Non-Examined

English Language

Option Subject 1

Core PE

English Literature

Option Subject 2

Values Curriculum

Mathematics

(Selected from a range of subjects
on offer, as outlined in the Options
Booklet).

Additional English Language
support

Combined Science
(Double Science)

Key Dates
Year 9 Parents’ Evening - Thursday 6th May 2021
This event will give you and your parents/carers the opportunity to meet with your current teachers. Not only
will you be able to discuss your progress to date, but you will also find out more information about the option
subjects that you are interested in.
This event will take place virtually on our new School Cloud software. More information will be provided to you
about this event shortly.
Year 9 Options Evening - Thursday 13th May 2021
Every student and their family will be invited to an individual consultation meeting with a member of the
Academy Leadership Team or Small School Team. This will provide you with advice and support to help
finalise your option subject requests. This event will also take place virtually on our new School Cloud
software.
Deadline for Option Subject Requests - Monday 17th May 2021
Following these events, the deadline for submitting your option subject requests is Monday 17th May. This can
be done during your consultation meeting at the Year 9 Options Evening, or using the Options Form that you
will be given after the event. This then needs to be returned to your Small School.
We will confirm to you in writing at the start of Module 6 in June the subjects that you will be studying at Key
Stage 4.
The Halley Academy
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English Language
Full Title

GCSE English Language

Qualification

GCSE

Examination Board

AQA
Specification Hyperlink
What will I learn and how am I assessed?

Paper Title

Paper 1: Explorations in
Creative Reading and
Writing

Paper 2: Viewpoints and
Perspectives

Spoken Language
Assessment

Topics

●

Read fluently and with
good understanding, a
range of 19th, 20th and
21st Century fiction
and literary non-fiction
extracts.

●

●

●

Understand how
figurative language
techniques and
language techniques
are used to create
meaning in fiction and
non fiction.

●

●

Write effectively and
coherently, using
Standard English
narrative and
descriptive original
writing.

Percentage
of
Qualification
Form of
Assessment

50%

●

Read and evaluate
texts critically and make
comparisons between
texts.
Summarise and
synthesise information
or ideas from texts.
Use knowledge gained
from wide reading to
inform and improve
your own writing.

50%

Examination at the end of
year 2.

Examination at the end of
year 2.

Listen to and
understand spoken
language and use
spoken Standard
English effectively.

Non-Examination
Assessment (compulsory
component)
Assessment at the end of
year 1.

Why do students enjoy this course?
English, with its core skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening, is the foundation of learning.
Students enjoy the subject for a number of reasons. The freedom granted to the exploration of classic and
contemporary literature and literary non-fiction allows students unique opportunities to analyse and
discover original interpretations of texts and concepts. Through creative writing, where students engage
with their imagination, we explore different ways to construct sentences and shape the thoughts and
feelings of readers. With the spoken language element of the course, students enjoy considering real-life
scenarios and enjoy flexing their debating and discussion skills, sharing ideas and collaborating with their
peers.

The Halley Academy
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What can I do next with this course after Year 11?
Students will use English in all aspects of the studies and working life, beyond GCSE. The IB Language
and Literature course is a perfect transition to Level Three at Sixth Form. Within the IB course students
will develop their understanding of writer’s viewpoints and travel back through literary history to explore
how texts are shaped by context. In addition to English at Level Three, students can study Humanities
subjects, such as History and Geography, as well as Social Science subjects like Sociology, Psychology
and Criminology. Performing Arts subjects also link well to English as they encourage similar levels of
creativity and flair.

The Halley Academy
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English Literature
Full Title

GCSE English Literature

Qualification

GCSE

Examination Board

AQA
Specification Hyperlink
What will I learn and how am I assessed?

Paper Title

Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th
Century Novel

Paper 2: Modern Texts and Poetry

Topics

●

Read fluently and with good
understanding, a range of Canon
Literary texts.

●

Critical reading of seen and unseen
poetry, identifying the theme and
distinguishing between themes.

●

Read and comprehend literal and
inferential meanings of texts,
understanding a word, phrase or
sentence in context; exploring
aspects of plot, characterisation,
events and settings.

●

Supporting a point of view by referring to
evidence in the text.

●

Understand writers’ social, historical and
cultural contexts to inform evaluation of
ideas.

Understand how figurative
language techniques and language
techniques are used to create
meaning in fiction.

●

Comparing texts and contrasting ideas
within texts studied.

●

Produce clear and coherent essays,
writing effectively about literature for a
range of purposes such as: to describe,
explain, summarise, argue, analyse and
evaluate.

●

●

Understand how context affects
and shapes the writer’s ideas.

Percentage
of
Qualification

40%

Form of
Assessment

Written examination at the end of Year
11.

60%

Written examination at the end of Year 11.

Why do students enjoy this course?
English Literature is an exciting subject to study, in part, due to its focus on developing the thoughts and
opinions that students form when reading texts. It is also engaging for students because they can fully
immerse themselves in a whole novel or play, deepening the level of exploration that you might achieve
with a short extract. Another aspect of the course that students enjoy is the focus on academic writing
skills which encourages them to consider how to approach and present clear and developed arguments
and evaluations of texts.

The Halley Academy
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What can I do next with this course after Year 11?
Students will use English Literature in subjects where analysis and evaluation are central skills. Courses
such as psychology, sociology, criminology, drama and History. Further studies in English Literature at
degree level is also an option. Literature can also take you into the world of work, with jobs such as
journalism, editing, publishing and university lecturing all possible occupations.

The Halley Academy
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Mathematics
Full Title

GCSE Mathematics

Qualification

GCSE

Examination Board

Edexcel
Specification Hyperlink
What will I learn and how am I assessed?

Paper Title

Paper 1 - Non
Calculator

Topics

1 Number

Paper 2 - Calculator

Paper 3 - Calculator

2 Algebra
3 Ratio, proportion and rates of change
4 Geometry and measures
5 Probability
6 Statistics
Content from any part of the specification may be assessed for any paper.
Percentage
of
Qualification
Form of
Assessment

33%

33%

33%

Written examination at the end of Year 11.

Why do students enjoy this course?
Through the tasks and examinations undertaken, students gain the confidence and competence they need
to apply mathematical concepts flexibly to solve problems and they recognise the importance of
mathematics in our lives and society.
Students are able to use and apply standard techniques to accurately recall facts, terminology and
definitions, use and interpret notation correctly, and accurately carry out routine procedures or set tasks
requiring multi-step solutions.
Students’ ability to reason, interpret and communicate mathematically vastly improve. By the end of the
course, they are able to make deductions and inferences and draw conclusions from mathematical
information. They know how to construct chains of reasoning to achieve a given result and how to interpret
and communicate information accurately when presenting arguments and proofs. Students are also able to
assess the validity of an argument and critically evaluate a given way of presenting information.
Finally, students are able to solve problems within mathematics and in other contexts. Translating problems
in mathematical or non-mathematical contexts into a process or a series of mathematical processes is a key
skill in a range of areas. Making and using connections between the different parts of mathematics and

The Halley Academy
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interpreting results in the context of the given problem allows students to apply their skills to problems they’ll
encounter in their future career or day-to-day life.
These valuable logical thinking and problem-solving skills can be applied to any number of scenarios,
making them extremely desirable and valued by employers in all industries.

What can I do next with this course after Year 11?
Students will use Mathematics in all aspects of the studies and working life, beyond GCSE.
The IB Applications and Interpretations course is a perfect transition to Level Three at Sixth Form. This
course emphasises the applied nature of the subject and is designed for students who wish to understand
how mathematics relates to the real world and to other subjects. This course is suitable for students who
may go on to further study in subjects that utilise mathematics in this way such as social sciences, natural
sciences, statistics, business, psychology or design.
In addition to the IB Applications and Interpretations course students can choose from the following
qualifications:
● Core Maths is a new Level 3 qualification which develops the mathematical skills gained at GCSE. It
focuses on using and applying maths to solve problems drawn from other subjects, work and real
life. The Core Maths course includes new content such as statistics, financial maths and using
algebra. Core Maths helps with the maths needed for a broad range of other subjects.
● AS or A level Mathematics supports the study of a wide range of other AS/A level subjects. Physics,
chemistry and biology rely on good algebraic and graphical skills, statistical techniques and the use
of a range of functions including logarithms and trigonometry. In addition, economics, psychology,
business, computing and geography all benefit from students having fluent and confident numerical,
algebraic, graphical and statistical skills.
● Further Mathematics provides a great opportunity for enthusiastic mathematicians to broaden and
deepen their subject knowledge. If you plan to apply for a STEM (science, technology, engineering
and mathematics) degree you should consider taking Further Mathematics to at least AS level.
Further Mathematics is also a fantastic qualification for those students who love maths and want to
devote more time to studying wider aspects of the subject.

The Halley Academy
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Combined Science
Full Title

Combined Science: Trilogy

Qualification

GCSE (Double Award)

Examination Board

AQA
Specification Hyperlink
What will I learn and how am I assessed?

Paper Title

Biology Paper 1

Chemistry Paper 1

Physics Paper 1

Topics

Cell biology

Atomic structure and the
periodic table

Energy

Organisation

Electricity

Infection and response

Bonding, structure and the
properties of matter

Particle model of matter

Bioenergetics

Quantitative chemistry

Atomic structure (nuclear)

Chemical changes
Energy changes
Percentage
of
Qualification
Form of
Assessment

16.7%

Written examination at
the end of Year 11.

16.7%

Written examination at the end
of Year 11.

16.7%

Written examination at the
end of Year 11.

What will I learn and how am I assessed?
Paper Title

Biology Paper 2

Chemistry Paper 2

Physics Paper 2

Topics

Homeostasis

Rate and extent of chemical
change

Forces

Inheritance, variation
and evolution

Organic chemistry

Waves

Ecology

Chemical analysis

Magnetism
Chemistry of the atmosphere
Using resources
Percentage
of
Qualification
Form of
Assessment

The Halley Academy
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Written examination at
the end of Year 11.

16.7%

Written examination at the end
of Year 11.

16.7%

Written examination at the
end of Year 11.
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Why do students enjoy this course?
Science is a practical subject that allows students to inquire and question the world in which they live
through the specific disciplines of biology, chemistry and physics. Science tries to explain the natural
phenomena students see on a daily basis. Science has changed our lives, is key to the world’s future
prosperity, and this course covers all the essential aspects of the knowledge, methods, processes and uses
of science in the real world.
As a core subject that allows students to use their creativity and imagination to solve real life issues,
science allows students to apply their mathematical skills for scientific applications.
Additionally, students are encouraged to recognise the power of rational explanation and develop a sense of
excitement and curiosity about the natural world. They are encouraged to use their scientific knowledge to
explain what occurs in the world, predicting how things will behave, and analysing the causes and
consequences of this.
What can I do next with this course after Year 11?
On completing this course students are equipped with the scientific knowledge required to understand the
uses and implications of science, today and in the future. They therefore have a wide range of options for
further study. This course will allow students to access vocational and academic courses at Sixth Form,
including: BTEC Applied Science, IB Biology, IB Physics, and A level Sciences. All of these courses allow
you to study sciences at university and higher apprenticeship level. This would then open the door to a
number of careers including: medicine, ecology, pharmaceuticals, engineering, carpentry, architecture,
product design, management, finance, marketing and IT.
Importantly, the study of science complements the analytical and thinking skills that students develop in
taking arts based subjects like English Literature, History, sociology and/or geography.

The Halley Academy
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Art & Design
Full Title

Art & Design

Qualification

GCSE

Examination Board

Eduqas
Specification Hyperlink
What will I learn and how am I assessed?

Unit Title

Paper 1: Portfolio

Paper 2: Externally Set Assignment

Topics

The portfolio is divided into 3 thematic
projects spanning Years 10 and 11.
The portfolio consists of work made
throughout the course up until the
assessment points. The portfolio
consists of 3 sketchbooks and 3
outcomes, relating to each project.

In the Externally Set Assignment there is a
choice of 16 different topics.
Students are required to select a topic and
create a sketchbook of their research and
ideas, and produce a visual response to one of
the topics in a sustained focus period.

Throughout the course, students will
study a range of artists and make their
own creative responses.
These are:
Year 10:
1. Identity
2. Surrealism
Year 11:
1. Broken
Percentage
of
Qualification

60%

Form of
Assessment

Year 10 Identity project assessment:
February 2022
Year 10 Surrealism project
assessment: July 2022
Year 11 Broken project assessment:
December 2022

40%

10 hour examination at the end of April 2022.
Assessment of the external set assignment
will be based upon students sketchbooks
created during the preparatory period and the
10 hour examination of sustained focus work.
The externally set assignment unit is internally
and externally marked and moderated.

This portfolio unit is internally and
externally marked and moderated.
Why do students enjoy this course?
Students enjoy this course as it provides opportunities for students to express themselves creatively.
Furthermore, students enjoy learning about artists and applying this knowledge to inspire their own creative
work. Finally students enjoy creative making and realising a personal, creative outcome.

The Halley Academy
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What can I do next with this course after Year 11?
The study of Art & Design leads to further study at Level 3 in the IB Diploma Programme in Visual Arts or A
Level Art. In the longer term, students use the knowledge and skills gained from GCSE Art & Design to
further study a foundation diploma in Art & Design at a specialist Art & Design college, or study an Art &
Design related degree. After degree level, Art & Design students can access careers in the disciplines of
fine art, illustration, graphic design, animation, interior design and architecture. A number of students also
enjoy studying Art & Design alongside their other subjects as an expressive and creative outlet which
complements the analytical and project design skills that are required to be successful in many Key Stage 5
courses.

The Halley Academy
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Biology (Separate Science)
Full Title

Biology

Qualification

GCSE

Examination Board

AQA
Specification Hyperlink
What will I learn and how am I assessed?

Paper Title

Biology Paper 1

Biology Paper 2

Topics

Cell biology

Homeostasis

Organisation

Inheritance, variation and evolution

Infection and response

Ecology

Bioenergetics
Percentage
of
Qualification
Form of
Assessment

50%

Written examination at the end of
Year 11.

50%

Written examination at the end of Year 11.

Why do students enjoy this course?
This course along with GCSE Physics and Chemistry (sometimes called Triple Science) provides students
with 3 GCSE Science grades. Students can study a range of science courses at Key Stage 5 and beyond
whether they have taken Combined Sciences or Triple Science.
The Biology course covers the same units as the Combined Science course but in greater depth. Additional
content includes antibodies, the brain, the eye, plant hormones and plant disease, cloning and food
production. This is a course for the scientifically minded students who are keen to find out about the living
world.
What can I do next with this course after Year 11?
Completing this course with Chemistry and Physics allows students to access IB Biology, IB Physics, A level Sciences courses leading to university studies and a number of careers in Science. Students taking
Biology are often interested in careers in medicine and scientific research, whether a doctor, biomedical
scientist, vet, marine biologist, pharmacist or dentist. The transferable mathematical and analytical skills
developed in Biology also open opportunities in law, banking and financial services.

The Halley Academy
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Business Enterprise
Full Title

Enterprise

Qualification

BTEC Level 2 Tech Awards in Enterprise

Examination Board

Pearson BTEC
Specification Hyperlink
What will I learn and how am I assessed?

Paper Title

Unit 1: Exploring
Enterprise

Unit 2: Planning and Pitching
an Enterprise Activity

Unit 3: Promotion and Finance
for Enterprise

Topics

● Types of Business
Ownership
● Competition
● Business Investigation
● International Sales

●
●
●

● Business Planning and
Resourcing
● Financial planning and
documentation
● Marketing Techniques and
the 4Ps(Promotion, Place,
Product and Price)

●
●

Percentage
of
Qualification
Form of
Assessment

30%

Market Research
Consumer Groups
Research &
Development Strategies
Development of a Sales
Pitch
Stakeholders

30%

Coursework in Year 10.

Coursework in Year 10.

40%

Written examination in Year 11.

Why do students enjoy this course?
This course aims to develop students’ understanding of business and encourages creative thinking and
decision making. Students enjoy learning about the world of business through research, investigation and
practical activities. We work with a range of employers to investigate real business issues, so that students
will have the knowledge and experiences to run their own businesses successfully in the future.

What can I do next with this course after Year 11?
The course is excellent preparation for post-16 Business, IT and Economics education, all of which can be
studied in our Sixth Form, and then eventually, at university and higher-apprenticeship level. Alternatively
the course would also support applications for apprenticeships and employment after Year 13.

The Halley Academy
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Chemistry (Separate Sciences)
Full Title

Chemistry

Qualification

GCSE

Examination Board

AQA
Specification Hyperlink
What will I learn and how am I assessed?

Paper Title

Chemistry Paper 1

Chemistry Paper 2

Topics

Atomic structure and the periodic table

Rate and extent of chemical change

Bonding, structure and the properties of
matter

Organic chemistry
Chemical analysis

Quantitative chemistry
Chemistry of the atmosphere
Chemical changes
Using resources
Energy changes
Percentage
of
Qualification

50%

Form of
Assessment

Written examination at the end of Year 11.

50%

Written examination at the end of Year 11.

Why do students enjoy this course?
This course along with GCSE Physics and Chemistry (sometimes called Triple Science) provides students
with 3 GCSE Science grades. Students can study a range of science courses at Key Stage 5 and beyond
whether they have taken Combined Sciences or Triple Science.
The Chemistry course covers the same units as the Combined Science course but in greater depth.
Additional content includes yield, atom economy, titrations, fuel cells, reaction of alcohols, flame tests,
corrosion and the Haber process.
What can I do next with this course after Year 11?
Completing this course along with Biology and Physics allows students to access IB Physics, IB Biology, IB
Chemistry, and A level Science courses leading to university studies and lots of careers in Science.
Students taking Chemistry are often interested in careers in medicine, engineering, pharmaceuticals,
cosmetics and financial services.

The Halley Academy

Page 18

Key Stage 4 Options Booklet

2021-3

Creative iMedia
Full Title

OCR Nationals in Creative iMedia Level 1/2

Qualification

Cambridge National Certificate in Creative iMedia

Examination Board

OCR
Specification Hyperlink
What will I learn and how am I assessed?

Paper Title

Unit R081:
Pre-Production
Skills

Unit R082:
Creating Digital
Graphics

Unit R085:
Creating a Multipage
Website

Topics

● Pre-production
skills and
techniques
● Creating digital
media products
● Legislation
● Hardware and
software
● File formats
● Interpreting
client briefs

● How and why
graphics are
used
● Properties of
digital graphics
● Creating digital
graphics to meet
a client brief

● Features and
● Features and
uses of websites
uses of interactive
● Creating a
products
functional, intuitive ● Plan and create
website to meet a
interactive
client brief
multimedia
products to meet
a client brief

25%

25%

Percentage
of
Qualification
Form of
Assessment

Written
examination in
Year 11.

Coursework in Year
10.

25%

Coursework in Year
11.

Unit R087:
Creating Interactive
Multimedia Products

25%

Coursework in Year
11.

Why do students enjoy this course?
The course aims to provide knowledge in a number of key areas and develops skills that are essential for
the modern-day workplace. Students enjoy the course because it encourages independence, creativity and
awareness of the digital media sector. It will equip them with a range of creative media skills and provide
opportunities to develop, in context, desirable, transferable skills such as research, planning, and review,
working with others and communicating creative concepts effectively.
What can I do next with this course after Year 11?
The course is excellent preparation for post-16 IT and Business education. It will also prepare you for
courses at university such as digital marketing, web design, games authoring, graphic design, advertising,
project management, IT technical support, systems management, broadcasting and film production.
Alternatively the course would also support applications for apprenticeships and employment.
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Design and Technology
Full Title

Design and Technology

Qualification

GCSE

Examination Board

Edexcel
Specification Hyperlink
What will I learn and how am I assessed?

Paper Title

Paper 1

Paper 2

Topics

Core Knowledge

Investigate - research a given design
situation in order to inform a design solution
and produce a product design specification.

Questions are based on all materials used
to create design products, including: metals,
papers and boards, polymers, systems,
textiles and timbers.

Design - producing different design ideas,
reviewing initial ideas, developing ideas into
a chosen design, communicating the design
ideas and reviewing the chosen design.

Section B Material Categories
Students have the choice of material
categories and answer a mixture of graphic,
calculations and extended-open-response
questions.
Percentage
of
Qualification
Form of
Assessment

Make -This includes making the
aforementioned design.
Evaluate - This includes testing and
evaluating the designed product.

50%
Written examination at the end of Year 11.

50%
Coursework during Year 10 and Year 11.

Why do students enjoy this course?
This is a creative course that encourages students to investigate a design situation and then work through
the design process to create a final solution. It involves many skills such as: investigation; development of
ideas through sketch ideas and model making; practical making skills when creating a working prototype;
and exploring a range of testing and quality assurance processes.
Students will work largely independently to discover their own pathway through the design process. Here
there is no preset right or wrong. Students are encouraged to support their own design decisions through
practical investigations and experimentation.
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What can I do next with this course after Year 11?
The GCSE in Design and Technology is the starting point for a career in any of the design disciplines such
as product, industrial, automotive and furniture design. It will also support careers in architecture,
engineering and interior design.
The next step on completing the GCSE programme will be to move onto an A level or BTEC course in
Product Design and Engineering that will be completed at Sixth Form.
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Drama
Full Title

Drama

Qualification

GCSE

Examination Board

AQA
Specification Hyperlink
What will I learn and how am I assessed?

Paper Title

Paper 1: Understanding
Drama & Theatre

Paper 2: Devising drama

Paper 3: Texts in practice

Topics

●

●
●

●

●
●

Knowledge and
understanding of
drama theatre,
including job roles and
stage configurations
Study of Blood
Brothers
Analysis and
evaluation of a live
performance

Percentage
of
Qualification

40%

Form of
Assessment

Written examination at the
end of Year 11.

●
●

Creating devised drama
Study of a theatre
practitioner
Design & performance
devised drama
Analysis and evaluation
of own and others’ work

40%

Practical and written
coursework completed
throughout Year 10 and 11.

Performance of two
extracts from an
examination board
approved play (students
may contribute as either a
performer or designer)

20%

Practical examination at the
end of Year 11, externally
assessed by a live examiner.

Why do students enjoy this course?
The GCSE Drama course allows students to develop an insight into an understanding of a wide range of
Drama based activities including improvisation, devising and performance from scripts. Students will also
have the opportunity to experience live theatre and develop an understanding of the roles of theatre makers.
Students can study as a performer, a designer, or both. For design, they can specialise in lighting, sound,
set, costume and puppets.
What can I do next with this course after Year 11?
This specification ensures continuity for students progressing from GCSE Drama to IB and A-level Drama
and BTEC Level 3 Performing Arts. Students who go on to Key Stage 5 are already familiar with studying a
whole set text for the written paper. They have built solid foundations in reviewing a live theatre production
and in interpreting key extracts. The course can also lead to employment in the performing arts and
entertainment industries.
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Engineering
Full Title

Level 1/2 Technical Award in Engineering

Qualification

BTEC Level 1/2 Tech Award

Examination Board

Pearson BTEC
Specification Hyperlink
What will I learn and how am I assessed?

Paper Title

Paper 1:Exploring
Engineering Sectors and
Design Applications

Paper 2: Investigating an
Engineering Project

Paper 3: Responding to an
Engineering Brief

Topics

●

●

Materials and
processes of an
engineering product.

●

Practical experiment to carry
out a process.

●
●

Disassembling
techniques in
engineering products.

Design exercises to make
improvements to an existing
design.

●
●

Planning and
manufacturing a
component.

Analysing data to solve an
engineering problem.

●

Percentage
of
Qualification
Form of
Assessment

Understanding
engineering sectors,
organisations and
how they interrelate.
Engineering skills
through the design
process.

30%

30%

Coursework completed
by the end of Year 10.

Coursework completed by
the start of Year 11.

40%
Written examination, taken in
both the Autumn and Summer of
Year 11.

Why do students enjoy this course?
Students have the opportunity to explore a range of engineering activities. This includes gaining an
understanding of the role of different engineering sectors and how they work together. The project work
combines a range of design skills from developing initial sketch ideas; completing computer aided design
(CAD) presentation drawings. This also includes the making of a prototype for Paper 1 and the manufacture
of a component in Paper 2.
The main aim of the course is to present students with the fundamental skills that would be required in all
engineering sectors. It will give students an understanding of the type of projects associated with each
sector and enable them to make an informed decision of which sector they wish to pursue as a future
career.
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What can I do next with this course after Year 11?
The course will support the application onto the BTEC Level 3 in Engineering which is offered at our Sixth
Form. Students who have previously studied the BTEC Level 3 qualification have progressed onto university
to study mechanical, structural, electrical/electronic or aeronautical engineering courses. The BTEC Tech
Award will also support applications onto apprenticeships in most engineering sectors.
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Food Preparation and Nutrition
Full Title

WJEC Eduqas GCSE in Food Preparation and Nutrition

Qualification

GCSE

Examination Board

WJEC Eduqas
Specification Hyperlink
What will I learn and how am I assessed?

Paper Title

Paper 1: Principles of
Food Preparation and
Nutrition

Paper 2:
Food Preparation and
Nutrition in Action

Paper 3:
Food Preparation and
Nutrition in Action

Topics

●

Food commodities

●

Food Science

●

Preparation and cooking
techniques

●

Principles of nutrition

●

Effects of cooking food
●

●

Diet and good health

Planning and creating
dishes

●

Where food comes
from

●

Developing recipes and
meals

●

Food Science

●

Where food comes from

●

Diet and good health

Percentage
of
Qualification

50%

15%

Form of
Assessment

Written examination at the
end of Year 11.

Practical assessment and
written coursework at the
start of Year 11.

35%

Practical assessment and
written coursework during
Year 11.

Why do students enjoy this course?
Students have the opportunity to cook every week in school to develop high technical food preparation skills.
Students undertake scientific investigations through practical cooking activities and enjoy eating and trying
new food products. They then use this knowledge to develop their own ideas about diet and good health.
The course encourages learners to cook and make informed decisions about feeding themselves and
others, now and later in life.
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What can I do next with this course after Year 11?
GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition provides students with the knowledge and skills to pursue further and
higher education qualifications through both vocational or academic routes. Students can study
science-related IB and A Level subjects at Sixth Form, which could then lead to students studying sport and
exercise science, medicine, nutrition and dietetics, food styling and journalism at university or
higher-apprenticeship level.
Food Preparation and Nutrition GCSE also provides an excellent foundation in developing practical food
skills for the diverse hospitality and food industry and careers in food manufacture, product development
and marketing. The qualification can also lead to gaining apprenticeships and professional qualifications in
the restaurant, hotel and hospitality sector.
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French
Full Title

French

Qualification

GCSE

Examination Board

AQA
Specification Hyperlink
What will I learn and how am I assessed?

Paper Title

Listening

Topics

Across all 4 skills, students cover the following topics:
● School and future learning
● Holidays
● Me and my life
● The environment and global issues
● Technology in everyday life
● Free time
● Future employment
● Where I live
● Celebrations in French speaking countries

Percentage
of
Qualification
Form of
Assessment

Reading

25%

25%

Listening examination
at the end of Year 11.

Reading
examination at the
end of Year 11.

Writing

Speaking

25%

Writing
examination at the
end of Year 11.

25%

Speaking
examination at the
end of Year 11.

Why do students enjoy this course?
Students have opportunities to develop an in-depth understanding of Francophone culture, society and
history, as well as having the opportunity to learn the language at a more advanced level than at Key
Stage 3. The challenge of learning French at a higher level is something that students thrive on and
students develop a lot of confidence in their communication in French.
Students enjoy practising and improving on the four key skills we use in everyday life in French lessons.
Additionally, students develop a more technical appreciation of their native language, as translation from
English into French and French into English is a central skill which is developed.
What can I do next with this course after Year 11?
Top universities expect students to have studied a language at GCSE level. By completing a language at
GCSE, this opens the opportunity to do a year abroad study placement at university or a work placement
in a non-English speaking country. Students have the opportunity to continue their study of languages into
Sixth Form through the International Baccalaureate or A Level. Opportunities with languages are endlessemployers appreciate language skills from employees and those who speak languages set themselves
apart from those who cannot. Linguists have a diverse skillset which is something employers appreciatecommunication, organisational, problem solving skills and cultural awareness are just some skills
employers like in their employees.
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Geography
Full Title

Eduqas Geography A

Qualification

GCSE

Examination Board

Eduqas
Specification Hyperlink

What will I learn and how am I assessed?
Paper Title

Changing Physical and
Human Landscapes

Environmental and
Development issues

Applied Fieldwork Enquiry

Topics

●

Landscapes and
Physical Processes

●

Weather, Climate and
Ecosystems

Part A will assess approaches
to fieldwork methodology,
representation and analysis.

●

Rural-urban Links

●

Development and
Resource Issues

●

Coastal Hazards and
their Management

●

Social Development
Issues

Part B will assess how
fieldwork enquiry may be used
to investigate geography's
conceptual frameworks.
Part C will assess the
application of broad
geographical concepts to a
wider UK context and assess
the ability to make and justify a
decision.

Percentage
of
Qualification

35%

35%

30%

Form of
Assessment

Examination at the end of
Year 11.

Examination at the end of
Year 11.

Examination at the end of Year
11.

Why do students enjoy this course?
Geography is not a narrow academic subject for the few. It is fundamental for everyone. Geography
fascinates and inspires: the beauty of the earth, the terrible power of earth-shaping forces, as well as
demonstrates an appreciation for the incredible diversity of cultures around the world. Like with news,
geography puts culture in context.
Geography deepens understanding about many contemporary challenges such as: climate change, food
security and energy choices to name a few. These concepts cannot be understood without a geographical
perspective and complements the scientific knowledge you will gain at GCSE.
Thinking geographically allows students to explore key contemporary case studies in the news, allowing
students to focus on alternative futures, whilst also seeking explanations for how the world really works.
Geography is directly relevant to people’s lives and the world of work. It is about change, recognising that
the past helps explain the present. With geography you will continue to develop a range of skills, building on
a range of skills you have gained in the MYP. Some of these skills include critical thinking, data
interpretation, research skills and communication.
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As suggested by Dr Rita Gardener: ‘Geography prepares young people with the knowledge, skills and
understanding to make sense of their world and to face the challenges that will shape our societies and
environments at the local, national and global scales.’
What can I do next with this course after Year 11?
Geography is a broad based academic subject which will open up options for you in your future. Employers
and universities see geography as a robust academic subject rich in skills, knowledge and understanding.
Often students continue to study geography at IB and A-Level and with this can open up a whole multitude
of career opportunities such as: teaching, journalism, law, architecture, conservation, financial services and
data analytics.
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History
Full Title

History

Qualification

GCSE

Examination Board

Edexcel
Specification Hyperlink
What will I learn and how am I assessed?

Paper Title

Paper 1: Thematic study
and historic environment

Paper 2: Period study and
British depth study

Paper 3: Modern depth study

Topics

Crime and punishment in
Britain, c1000–present

Superpower relations and
the Cold War, 1941–91

Weimar and Nazi Germany,
1918–39

Whitechapel, c1870–c1900:
crime, policing and the inner
city

Early Elizabethan England,
1558-1588

Percentage
of
Qualification

30%

40%

30%

Form of
Assessment

Examination at the end of
Year 11.

Examination at the end of
Year 11.

Examination at the end of
Year 11.

Why do students enjoy this course?
The study of history is extremely important in contemporary society, not only to remember the past but also
to shape the future by learning from it. Everything that has been done is “history”, meaning that history
directly affects us every day, with today’s society shaped by historic periods of industrialisation, colonialism,
war and disease epidemics. History spans all cultures, eras, seasons and environments and is an
immovable factor that can be called upon for knowledge and insight into how the world got to the point it’s at
now and how it will continue to develop in future.
It is for this reason that students thoroughly enjoy studying GCSE History as it enables them to interpret the
world around them. The units students study provide them with a strong historical knowledge of British
History. Additionally, students are about to develop an understanding of global History whilst learning about
the Cold War. Both enable students to critically analyse and interpret the world around them through a
historical lens. Additionally, the variety of the History curriculum means there is never a dull moment!
The ability to construct an argument and communicate findings in a clear and persuasive manner, both
orally and in writing provides students with a sense of empowerment. History is therefore unique, as it offers
students the opportunity to voice their ideas through discussion and debate. Students thrive in this
environment, and develop key skills which employers look for later in life.
Another reason why students enjoy studying History is because it helps them to develop their cultural
awareness. By looking at the history of different cultures, students build a strong understanding of why
certain people act the way they do. For instance, by looking at the History of Britain, students are able to
gain a strong understanding of how our religion and laws have changed as a result of migration and
interaction with other peoples and cultures. This provides students with a broad cultural awareness, one that
will help them with future work.
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What can I do next with this course after Year 11?
GCSE History qualification is highly sought after by both schools and universities. For students looking to
progress onto KS5 courses at Hawking School, the GCSE qualification will prepare you with both the
knowledge and skills to access the International Baccalaureate course. For example, students who wish to
take the History IB course will find both the knowledge and skills they develop during their GCSE relevant to
IB content. Their knowledge of Stalin and the USSR will, for example, enable them to access Paper 1.
Additionally, students' ability to work independently, construct an argument and communicate their ideas
places them in a strong position to excel both within History, and across a range of other subjects.
A GCSE History qualification is highly sought after by employers. Whether you wish to have a career in
politics, education, law or business, the knowledge and skills you will develop during the GCSE History
course make this qualification one of the most highly sought after qualifications by employers. For example,
the ability to problem solve, work independently and think critically, are all skills sought after by employers,
regardless of the role you are pursuing.
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Music
Full Title

BTEC Level 1/2 Tech Award Music Practice

Qualification

BTEC Level 1/2

Examination Board

Pearson Edexcel
Specification Hyperlink
What will I learn and how am I assessed?

Paper Title

Paper 1: Exploring Music
Products and Styles

Paper 2: Music Skills
Development

Paper 3: Responding to a
Commercial Music Brief

Topics

Students will develop an
appreciation of styles and
genres of music from
popular music in the
1960’s through to present
day music, film music,
Music for media, Jazz,
Blues and Western
Classical Styles. You will
need to study the stylistic
features and
characteristics of each
genre through music
theory.

Students will explore
professional and personal
skills required to succeed in
the music industry. You will
then look at methods of
capturing musical
development and sharing and
commenting on your work.

Students will be given the
opportunity to develop and
present music in response
to a given commercial
music brief by creating and
performing a cover version
of a song.

Students will create their
own musical product from
live performance, audio
recording, composition for
media, original song or
DAW project.
Percentage
of
Qualification

30%

Form of
Assessment

Internally assessed
coursework completed by
the end of Year 10.

Students will apply and
develop individual musical
skills and techniques in either
music performance, music
production or composition.
You will develop technical
music skills and techniques
over a number of months and
evaluate 6 performance
milestones.

30%

Internally assessed
coursework completing in the
Autumn Term of Year 11.

Students will use the
knowledge gained in
Components 1 and 2 to
make stylistically accurate
musical decisions.

40%

Externally assessed
examination at the end of
Year 11.

Why do students enjoy this course?
Students enjoy composing their own music using stimuli derived from the genres studied in the course.
The course gives the exciting opportunity to discover new music through the diverse genres studied in
the course and take advantage of the opportunity to compose, perform and produce within a new genre.
Furthermore there is opportunity to visit music venues in London and experience live music as part of the
course in order to give students a realistic experience of an area of the music industry.
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What can I do next with this course after Year 11?
After year 11, students can study BTEC Level 3 courses in Music or Music technology which allow
students to further explore their strengths within the subject. Beyond this, students can choose to study
music at a range of universities with many different types of courses available such as popular music and
music business. There are also many performing routes in which further study can be sought at industry
linked colleges allowing for performance and production opportunities whilst studying. After a degree in
music it is possible to enter into the music industry through many different internships including artists
and repertoire (A&R), production, music supervisor roles, royalties collections, performance, and
composition. Music therapy is another job that many musicians take up during their career. There are
also a number of teaching roles from private tuition to classroom teaching at primary and secondary
phases.
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Physics (Separate Sciences)
Full Title

Physics

Qualification

GCSE

Examination Board

AQA
Specification Hyperlink
What will I learn and how am I assessed?

Paper Title

Physics Paper 1

Physics Paper 2

Topics

Energy

Forces

Electricity

Waves

Particle model of matter

Magnetism

Atomic structure (nuclear)

Space Physics

Percentage
of
Qualification
Form of
Assessment

50%

Written Examination at the end of Year 11.

50%

Written Examination at the end of Year 11.

Why do students enjoy this course?
This course along with GCSE Biology and Chemistry (sometimes called Triple Science) provides students
with 3 GCSE Science grades. Students can study a range of science courses at Key Stage 5 and beyond
whether they have taken Combined Sciences or Triple Science.
The Space Physics unit is an additional unit from the Combined Science course and allows students to
explore the laws of Physics beyond our planet. Students who find space fascinating will enjoy this course.
Physics is a subject that allows students to use their creativity and imagination to solve real life issues.
Physics also allows students to apply their mathematical skills for scientific applications.
What can I do next with this course after Year 11?
Completing this course along with Biology and Chemistry allows students to access IB Physics, IB
Biology, IB Chemistry, and A level Science courses leading to university studies and many careers in
Science, whether astronomy, engineering, architecture and/or construction.
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Religious Studies
Full Title

Religious Studies A

Qualification

GCSE

Examination Board

AQA
Specification Hyperlink
What will I learn and how am I assessed?

Paper Title

Paper 1: The Study of Religions

Paper 2: Thematic Studies

Topics

Students will study the beliefs, teachings
and practices of the following two world
religions:

Building upon their learning in paper 1,
students will explore the religious,
philosophical and ethical themes of:

• Christianity
• Islam

•
•
•
•

Percentage
of
Qualification

50%

Form of
Assessment

Written examination at the end of Year 11.

Relationships and families
Religion and life
Religion, peace and conflict
Religion, human rights and social justice
50%

Written examination at the end of Year 11.

Why do students enjoy this course?
Students enjoy being challenged about their beliefs and moral concepts. They are able to play an active
role in discussions and debates about the world around them and different belief systems.
Students are able to gain an appreciation of how religion, philosophy and ethics form the basis of our
culture. They will develop analytical and critical thinking skills which will allow them to question
stereotypes, explore different cultures and world views, study beliefs in real life context and practices and
encourage community cohesion.
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What can I do next with this course after Year 11?
Students taking Religious Studies at GCSE are usually interested in studying social sciences at Sixth Form,
which allows them to explore the topical and historical issues facing individuals and societies around the
world, both in the past and present. Subjects such as global politics and History, which draw upon many key
areas of the humanities, are excellent subjects to choose after Year 11; they further develop students into
critical thinkers who can explain how the global dimensions of politics affects their own lives. Other popular
subjects such as psychology and criminology give students an insight into human behaviour and the
motivations behind their actions.
Many students continue to study this subject at university, whether through the study of philosophy and
ethics, theology and other social sciences courses. This can then lead to a variety of different careers,
whether law, consultancy, journalism or teaching. Students taking this subject often do well in social care
positions such as: counsellors, advice workers, newspaper journalists, police officers and youth workers.
Additionally, the analytical and critical thinking skills are advantageous for a wide range of careers.
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Spanish
Full Title

Spanish

Qualification

GCSE

Examination Board

AQA
Specification Hyperlink
What will I learn and how am I assessed?

Paper Title

Listening

Reading

Writing

Speaking

Topics

Across all 4 skills, students cover the following topics:
● School and future learning
● Holidays
● Me and my life
● The environment and global issues
● Technology in everyday life
● Free time
● Future employment
● Where I live
● Celebrations in Spanish speaking countries

Percentage
of
Qualification

25%

25%

25%

25%

Form of
Assessment

Listening examination
at the end of Year 11.

Reading examination
at the end of Year 11.

Writing
examination at the
end of Year 11.

Speaking
examination at the
end of Year 11.

Why do students enjoy this course?
Students have opportunities to develop an in-depth understanding of Hispanic culture, society and history,
as well as having the opportunity to learn the language at a more advanced level than at Key Stage 3. The
challenge of learning Spanish at a higher level is something that students thrive on and students develop a
lot of confidence in their communication in Spanish.
Students enjoy practising and improving on the four key language skills we use in everyday life in Spanish
lessons - listening, reading, writing and speaking. Additionally, students develop a more technical
appreciation of their native language, as translation from English into Spanish and Spanish into English is a
central skill which is developed.
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What can I do next with this course after Year 11?
Top universities expect students to have studied a language at GCSE level. By completing a language at
GCSE, this opens the opportunity to do a year abroad study placement at university or a work placement in
a non-English speaking country. Through GCSE languages and the option to continue language
development at Key Stage 5, students have the opportunity to continue their study of languages into
International Baccalaureate or A Level. Opportunities with languages are endless- employers appreciate
language skills from employees and those who speak languages set themselves apart from those who
cannot. Linguists have a diverse skillset which is something employers appreciate- communication,
organisational, problem solving skills and cultural awareness are just some skills employers like in their
employees.
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Sports Studies
Full Title

Cambridge Nationals - Sports Studies

Qualification

Cambridge Nationals - Level 1/2

Examination Board

OCR
Specification Hyperlink
What will I learn and how am I assessed?

Unit Title

RO51:
RO52: Developing
Contemporary issues sports skills
in sport

RO53: Sports
Leadership

RO56: Outdoor
Activities

Topics

●

●

●

●
●
●

Barriers to
participation
Sporting values
Hosting major
sporting events
National
Governing
Bodies

●
●
●
●

Develop skills in
individual sports
Develop skills in
team sports
Officiating
Apply practice
methods to
support
improvement

●
●
●

Leadership roles
in sport
Plan a sport
session
Deliver a sports
session
Evaluate the
delivery of a
sports session

●

●
●

Percentage
of
Qualification
Form of
Assessment

25%

25%

Written examination
taken in Year 10.

Practical
assessment and
written coursework
during Year 11.

Types of
outdoor
activities and
provision in the
UK
Benefits of
taking part in
outdoor
activities
Plan an
outdoor activity
session
Demonstrate
skills in a
practical
environment

25%

25%

Practical assessment
and written
coursework due in
Year 11.

Practical
assessment and
written coursework
due in Year 10.

Why do students enjoy this course?
Students will have the opportunity to apply theoretical knowledge about different types of sport and physical
activity, skills development and sports leadership to their own practical performance. They will learn about
contemporary issues in sport such as funding, participation, ethics and role models and develop a further
understanding of outdoor activities and take part in them. By choosing this course, students will develop an
appreciation of the importance of sport locally and nationally and the different leadership roles in sport.
The exam unit will allow students to explore a range of contemporary issues in sport as well as the
promotion of values and ethical behaviour through sport. Students will also learn about the role of
high-profile sporting events and national governing bodies in advancing sports to attempt to positively
impact upon society and showcase its worth beyond providing entertainment.
As well as the continuous development of sporting skills, students will also develop transferable skills such
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as communication, performing under pressure, using initiative to solve problems and making decisions, by
considering rapidly changing conditions around them. Students will learn about different leadership roles
and styles. In addition to this, students have the opportunity to plan and lead effective and safe sports
sessions and evaluate their own performance.
Students will develop their knowledge about different outdoor activities and how to plan an outdoor activity.
They will have the opportunity to participate in two different outdoor activities. They will develop their
communication, decision making and leadership skills in challenging scenarios and environments.

What can I do next with this course after Year 11?
The completion of Cambridge National in Sports Studies can lead to sport-based employment opportunities
such as leisure centre assistant or sports coach.
Students can also access a range of sport leadership awards such as UK CC awards and the FA officiating
awards and they can also access a range of sport-related apprenticeships such as physiotherapy.
Completing the Cambridge National Sports Studies course also allows students to access further education
such as BTEC and A-level courses ( for example, BTEC Sport or Cambridge Technicals).
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