


We would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your continued support and
understanding during this time, as we work together in new ways to ensure your son/daughter
engages meaningfully with their learning.
The recent events in our nation and around the world mean teachers, students, and families are
experiencing something they have never experienced before. Home learning provides us with a
unique and exciting opportunity to continue to support all members of our learning community,
mentally, physically and emotionally.

We have been seeking tips and advice from our international community: teachers,
educationalists and families that have and continue to work from home. We have collated some
of these suggestions in this guide to support families to engage with learning from home and to
ensure that students' academic education does not suffer, whilst providing students with a fun,
engaging, and supportive environment while learning at home.

In this guide you will find the following:

• Tips for creating a “classroom” environment at home
• How to use Google classroom
• How to use Google chat
• Academy timetable
• Information on tutor time and MyOn activities
• A list of free educational resources websites that may support online learning
• Suggestions to support students’ positive mental health and wellbeing
• IB learner profile wellbeing checklist

Thank you for providing your child with support during this time. If you need additional tips,
resources, or support, please do not hesitate to contact us at the Academy at
home.learning@thehalleyacademy.org.uk.



Here are a few things to consider when developing your
learning environment at home:



Using Google Classroom

Students have been provided with unique codes for all their classes.

They should have now joined all of their classes, using these codes.

On the Google Platform, students will be set a range of engaging and
meaningful tasks. They will also be able to access additional
resources, such as lesson powerpoints, resources, knowledge
organisers, past exam papers for our KS4 and KS5 groups and
quizzes.

The resources to the lessons will be uploaded in good time so that the students can access
their usual timetable.

If for whatever reason your child is unable to access Google classroom, please contact
home.learning@thehalleyacademy.org.uk. If they have a question about the work set, please
contact their class teacher through Google Chat.

Our students use Google Classrooms regularly, however for further student guides/tutorials:
Student Guide to Google Classroom.

Students access Google Classroom through logging into Google using their Academy Google
username and password, which ends with @thalearner.org.uk

mailto:home.learning@thehalleyacademy.org.uk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qSxNLaWm74g&t=3s


Using Google Chat

All students will have the option to ask questions to their teacher throughout the course of the day.
This can be done through Google Chat.  Found in the top right corner of the Google apps,
students can click on this icon which will allow students to ask questions and for the teacher to
respond in a timely manner.

As within the academy, we expect all students to adhere to our high expectations.  Respect for all
students and staff must be shown within the chat and all students should address the staff politely.

For further parent/guardian guides to Google Classroom, please follow the link below:
Google Classroom Tutorial for Parents.

Our high expectations will apply to the home learning environment, as they would within the
academy.  All students will need to be prepared for their online lessons, with a pen, pencil, rubber
and ruler, as well as a notepad.  We will allow a brief five minute comfort break between lessons.

If you have any questions or concerns with accessing the online learning, please contact
home.learning@thehalleyacademy.org.uk.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DMJt55A-DA0&feature=youtu.be
mailto:homelearning@thehalleyacademy.org.uk


Academy Timetable
All of the online lessons will follow our academy timetable.



Tutor / Values
Alongside our academic provision, we will also be continuing to provide our Values education.
These lessons will be accessed through the Year Group Values Classroom and will be uploaded
on a weekly basis. We will also be offering a small school assembly per week accessed through
the tutor group Google Classroom. In addition, access to quizzes and online newspaper articles
will be provided.

MyOn
MyOn forms part of our Academy literacy strategy, allowing students to have access to a
personalised literacy platform which will match students with books that will complement their
interests and reading level. Our students will have access to over 7000 digital books and curated
news articles all year round. MyOn also features an audio function, so words, sentences, or pages
can be read to them and the daily news can be translated into French or Spanish, to support
students with English as an additional language and those studying Languages at GCSE.
In order to access this, students must log onto:

1. www.myon.co.uk
2. Type in ‘The Halley Academy’ and then click on the name when it appears on the dropdown

menu.
3. Use your username from AR: 1st letter of your first name, then first four letters of your last

name.
4. If your username isn’t working, you may need to add a 1 to the end.
5. Password is ‘abc’.

After a book has been read, a quiz can be completed.  The progress made by students can be
seen by their English teacher.

http://www.myon.co.uk


Non digital activities
Learning at home provides a great opportunity for students to
participate in meaningful activities that encourage curiosity and
creativity! Here are a few fun ideas to get started:

We are encouraging all students to keep a diary during this time. This
is a globally changing time of history and we would love to share
extracts from staff, students and parents as the weeks go on. This
may only be a sentence or two each night. It will one day be a first

hand account of their
experience that they will be
able to share with their own
children.



Wellbeing and Resilience
The topic of coronavirus might create a variety of feelings, including curiosity, anxiety or fear.  It is
important not to make any assumptions about feelings or reactions. The situation regarding
coronavirus is changing rapidly and it can feel difficult to keep up with the latest developments.
Factual information about coronavirus is usually corroborated or confirmed by a number of
credible sources rather than just one. Sources of factual information on coronavirus that you may
wish to use are:
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/advice-for-public/myth-busters
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/coronavirus-covid-19-list-of-guidance
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/

Some useful links for student support and promotion of positive
mental health and wellbeing in the current crisis:
https://www.studentminds.org.uk/coronavirus.html
https://www.childline.org.uk/ 0800 1111
www.nspcc.org.uk 0808 800 5000
Kooth.com - an online mental health resource commissioned by
Royal Borough of Greenwich
Headscape - a free resource for young people about mental health,
developed by Oxleas NHS Foundation Trust
The Royal Borough of Greenwich website also has a number of

support services listed.

In order to support and promote safe home learning, the Child

Exploitation and Online Protection Command (CEOP) has designed

ThinkUKnow Activity packs for parents and carers to use at home

with their children, to support online safety at a time when they will

be spending more time online at home. These activities will be

updated every two weeks and can be found via this link Think U

Know Activity Packs or www.thinkuknow.co.uk

www.parentinfo.org is a collaboration between Parent Zone and CEOP.  This service provides

support and guidance for parents and carers on digital family life.

https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/advice-for-public/myth-busters
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/coronavirus-covid-19-list-of-guidance
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.studentminds.org.uk/coronavirus.html
https://www.childline.org.uk/
http://www.nspcc.org.uk
http://oxleas.nhs.uk/advice-and-guidance/children-and-young-peoples-services/headscape/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/support-tools/home-activity-worksheets?utm_source=Thinkuknow&utm_campaign=03cb8440df-TUK_ONLINE_SAFETY_AT_HOME_24_03_20&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_0b54505554-03cb8440df-64886281
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/support-tools/home-activity-worksheets?utm_source=Thinkuknow&utm_campaign=03cb8440df-TUK_ONLINE_SAFETY_AT_HOME_24_03_20&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_0b54505554-03cb8440df-64886281
http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk
http://www.parentinfo.org


The safeguarding and wellbeing of our students remains a top priority at The Halley Academy.  If

you have a safeguarding concern then please do not hesitate to contact a member of our

safeguarding team.

Designated Safeguarding Lead
Mrs Cronin, Head of Easley School, karen.cronin@thehalleyacademy.org.uk

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads
Mr Russell, Head of Franklin School, ben.russell@thehalleyacademy.org.uk

Mr Stevens, Head of Turing School, matt.stevens@thehalleyacademy.org.uk

Ms Williamson, Director of Inclusion, vickie.williamson@thehalleyacademy.org.uk

We will endeavour to respond as soon as possible, although please note that the email addresses

are not monitored all of the time.

If your concern is an emergency and there is a risk of harm to self or others then please contact

the police immediately.

mailto:karen.cronin@thehalleyacademy.org.uk
mailto:ben.russell@thehalleyacademy.org.uk
mailto:matt.stevens@thehalleyacademy.org.uk
mailto:vickie.williamson@thehalleyacademy.org.uk


IB Learner Profile Wellness Checklist
Use this Learner Profile wellness checklist to ensure you stay on track, stay healthy and calm
and can continue learning while away from The Halley Academy.

Learner

Profile
Did you... Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri

Principled Log into your Google classroom by
8.30am?

☐
☐ ☐ ☐ ☐

Thinker Complete the tasks set by teachers
by the deadlines?

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐

Balanced Complete the PE Joe Wicks
challenge or move for at least 30
mins today? Spend time outdoors, if
possible?

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐

Knowledgeable Read a book for at least 30 mins ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐

Inquirer Find an exciting link to your current
units (a movie, a podcast, a
documentary) which shows you the
ideas in a different or new way?

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐

Risk-taker Try at least one new thing today?
Foods, friends, experiences, music,
ideas?

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐

Caring Check in with others, see if they are
ok? Your family? Your friends?
Yourself?

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐

Communicator Shared what you have learned with
someone? Discussed with your
family? Via social media? Shared
successes with teachers?  Reached
out with students from around the
world also working from home?

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐

Open-minded Challenge yourself to try something
new ?

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐

Reflective Added to your diary to record your
thoughts, feelings and experiences
of this historical time.

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐


